Neonatal hemochromatosis: fetal liver disease leading to liver failure in the fetus and newborn.
Acute liver failure in the newborn is relatively rare but often fatal. The broadest definition of acute liver failure is failure of the vital functions of the liver occurring within weeks or a few months of the onset of clinical liver disease. Therefore, by definition, any liver failure in the newborn can be construed to be acute liver failure. A second component of the general definition of acute liver failure is the lack of known preexisting liver disease. In the case of neonatal acute liver failure, preexisting disease would by definition be liver disease that affects the fetus. Almost nothing is known about fetal onset liver failure, and there is no literature addressing the subject. This review will address fetal liver disease that leads to liver failure in the fetus or newborn.